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NeighborhoodFOCUS

Finding the
Beauty in
Old Things
Open Hand Ministries Wins YPA Promise Award for
Preserving Homes for Low-Income Homeowners
By Carolyn Ristau The Bulletin

Garfield/East Liberty —The Young Preservationists Association (YPA) awarded
Michael Stanton and Open Hand Ministries (OHM) the Michael Eversmeyer
Promise Award for their work rehabilitating homes in Garfield and East Liberty for
low-income, first-time homeowners. The award was presented on June 2nd at YPA’s
10th Anniversary Celebration at the Union Project in Highland Park.
In his acceptance speech, Stanton said there is a “great beauty” in the neighborhoods of Garfield and East Liberty that is overlooked when people see the statistics
and physical condition of the area. When talking with The Bulletin, he described
this beauty further as the dedication and love of the residents for their families and
neighbors and their perseverance despite adverse circumstances. He explained,
“People driving through Garfield don’t see the beautiful man who has lived here
his whole life, and survived, endured and persevered. He takes care of the elderly
woman two doors down, shoveling her walk and knocking on her door.” Stanton
said OHM “works to preserve the integrity and beauty of the neighborhood.”
Stanton, a resident of Garfield since 2005, started OHM after participating in
Hosanna Industries’ East End Blitz in the summer of 2007 during which five houses
were rehabbed. Inspired by the success of the Blitz, Stanton decided to continue
rehabbing houses for low-income families year round. The first work day was held

ABOVE: Open Hands Ministries volunteer coordinator Emily Rosenthal, volunteer
Terron Paxton and founder Michael Stanton accepted the Promise Award at YPA’s 10th
Anniversary Celebration. Photo by Carolyn Ristau

“People driving through Garfield don’t
see the beautiful man who...takes care of
the elderly woman two doors down.”
on a Saturday in December 2007. Since then, OHM has completed 10 homes for
10 families, and is now working with their 11th house and family.
YPA established the Promise Award in 2005 to acknowledge emerging leaders
who show great promise for the future of preservation through new or recent work
while also engaging youth. Dan Holland, a Friendship resident and founder of
YPA, explained that when YPA designed the award, “We didn’t want a lifetime
achievement award to give to an established leader. Rather, we wanted to recognize
work not yet recognized.” Previous winners of the Promise Award include The
Union Project of Highland Park in 2005 for its preservation of the church at the
corner of Negley and Stanton avenues as a community center and the students at
Peabody High School in East Liberty in 2011 for their work in researching, writing
and publishing a book on the history of their community.
Holland first became aware of Stanton’s work with OHM through an article in
the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette from April 29, 2012. Holland said, “Stanton exemplified
what the award is about.” The three guidelines for the Promise Award are preserving
buildings, working with low- and lower-income communities and exhibiting a
commitment to youth involvement. Holland explained that Stanton and OHM “fit
the profile by not just fixing houses, but by being focused on families of modest
means and recruiting young people to help.”
“When it comes to preservation, children are not programmed to see old things
as beautiful,” Stanton told The Bulletin. “It takes time to look at a building and
See page 9
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RealEstateHighlights
Check out our monthly picks of the top residential (R) and commercial (C) properties
available in our neighborhood.

<C 5643 East Liberty

Blvd - East Liberty

Chad Krawtz - 412-363-4000.
Former synagogue, 20,000 sq.
ft., freight elevator. $145k

R>

613 Mellon St.
East Liberty Justin Cummings - 412-418-0596. 3 BR,
1 bath, fully remodeled, hardwood floors, off-street pkg.
$180k

<C

3445 Butler Street
Lawrenceville
Tripp Merchant - 412-4714063. 3rd floor office space in
award-winning historical rennovation. 2,700 sq. ft. For lease
$18/sq. ft.

R>

5817 Blackberry
Way - Lawrenceville

Joe Edelstein - 412-913-0092.
2 bedroom, 1 bath upscale
townhouse renovation.
Fenced-in patio. $169k

Finding Beauty in Old Things continued
understand what it was.” Stanton said
he enjoys the opportunity to teach local
youths the beauty of older housing as
they help with gutting and rehabilitating
homes in Garfield and East Liberty. He
explained that when the plaster walls are
torn out and all that is left are 10-foot
high walls uniformly covered in handnailed strips of lath, the youth
volunteers “discover the building’s
significance and understand the need
and importance of preserving it.”
Terron Paxton, a young man who
lives in Garfield, started volunteering
with OHM over a year ago. After
meeting Stanton at Valley View Church,
Paxton started volunteering every
Wednesday and every first Saturday
with OHM. Paxton said he likes
working with people on the workdays
and “helping people out.” He has
learned many new skills through volunteering with OHM such as drywall,

carpentry and electrical work.
In addition to presenting Stanton with
a plaque, YPA donated $500 dollars to
OHM through the sponsorship of PNC
Bank. “We wanted to contribute financially to the organization,” Holland
explained. “We are thrilled to honor
Stanton and his work. He is dedicating
his life to improving our neighborhood.”
Stanton said, “When I realized the
prestige of YPA and their impact on the
region and indirectly nationwide, I felt
very honored and humbled to receive
this award.”
Volunteers of all skill levels are
welcome to join OHM for its first
Saturday of the month workdays. Visit
http://openhandpittsburgh.org for more
information. To learn more about YPA
visit www.youngpreservationists.org. t

<C

4810 Liberty
Avenue - Bloomfield
Ted Harchick - 412-833-5405.
Storefront with second floor
office space and apartments in
the heart of Bloomfield. $208k

5811 Rippey Street
East Liberty

R>

Brian Surgi-Cufman 412-9016900. Newly rennovated
condos in restored Victorian
mansion. $224k

Follow the Bloomfield-Garfield Corporation
on Twitter @BloomGarCorp!

